Elkhart Community Schools

ISLANDS OF EXCELLENCE

	School: West Side Middle School


	Principal: Mrs. Stutsman_________
	Date: June 8, 2006

	Brief Description:  7th and 8th grade Language Arts have been working with the literacy framework since the beginning of the year. A Persuasive writing pretest was given in August and a posttest was given in May, grading based upon the simple 6 writing rubric. Pretest scores indicated over 75% of all Language Arts students were scoring at a 3 or higher level. By May when the posttest was given after considerable instruction and practice scores indicated over 85% of all Language Arts students were scoring at a 3 or higher level with the majority of them scoring in the levels 3 and 4. Showing an improvement of 3% in level 4 and 5% in level 5.
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	Include:


· Pretest indicated 207% of all Language Arts students were scoring below a level 3 on the Simple 6 writing rubric.

· Posttest indicated only12% of all Language Arts students were scoring below a level 3 on the Simple 6 writing rubric.

· The January test was used as a decision making tool for instructional changes to assure all students were improving on their Persuasive writing skills and to determine which group of students needed additional instructional time on Narrative writing.
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