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	Principal: Mrs. Stutsman_________
	Date: June 8, 2006

	Brief Description:  The science department was trained in the use of the simple 4 grading system for use in monthly writing evaluations. The writing prompts we used were uniform and the data generated was interesting. The improvements that were made were due to teachers getting use to the format and explaining the simple 4 to the students each time. We also believe that a part of our improvements were due to better writing prompts. We realized that the writing prompts needed to lend themselves to supporting details for the students to be able to use supporting details in their responses.


	
[image: image1.wmf]Science Simple 4 Writing

0%

20%

40%

February

March 

April 

May

February

1%

30%

35%

24%

9%

March 

8%

32%

35%

22%

3%

April 

9%

32%

36%

20%

4%

May

10%

30%

38%

17%

4%

0

1

2

3

4



	Include:


· Pretest indicated only 33% of all science students were scoring a 3 or higher on their writing skills based on the Simple 4 writing rubric.

· Posttest indicates a slight decrease in student’s scores. 

· Writing prompts were given in March and April to be used as an instructional decision making guide to determine areas of weakness in both teaching and learning.
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